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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
87-30 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EIU MOST COST EFFECTIVE 
October 7, 1987 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University remains the most 
cost-effective public university in the State, according to the 1987 
>-~Data Book published by the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 
~ The total instructional cost per credit hour at EIU was $37 
~dollars less than the average cost of $156.19 per hour at all Illinois 
...... ,.,.~ 
i:i: public universities. 
Ranked in terms of cost-effectiveness, instructional costs for 
the twelve public universities ranged from EIU's low figure to a high 
of $219.68 per hour at Sangamon State University. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1/ EIU MOST COST-EFFECTIVE 
Eastern and Illinois State University enroll students with the 
youngest average age (22.3) and Eastern has the highest percentage 
(85.2) of full-time, "traditional" students enrolled. The average age 
for students enrolled in public universities is 24.6 years. 
Of the twelve public universities, Eastern also puts the highest 
percent of its human resources into faculty positions. Faculty 
positions make up 62.6 percent of all positions at Eastern, as compared 
with an average of 52.8 percent at all public universities. 
By contrast, Eastern has the lowest percentage of employees in 
the civil service category -- 21.5 percent at EIU, as compared with 
29.6 percent statewide average. 
Faculty salaries for 1986-87 at Eastern averaged $29,400, second 
lowest among the public universities. Average full-time, nine-month 
faculty salaries by rank at EIU were $35,500 for Professors, $29,800 
for Associate Professors; $24,900 for Assistant Professors; and $20,100 
for Instructors. Nearly two-thirds of Eastern faculty members are 
tenured. 
-30-
